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Title I

Your child has been recommended for extra help in
reading and/or mathematics. The program which
can provide his extra help is called Title. The Title
program has a history of success in Bemidji Area
Schools. Many students who experienced difficulties
in reading and/or mathematics were given that “extra
boost” as a result of receiving Title I services and
thus, were able to achieve more success in the

classroom.

What is Title I?

Title I is a federally funded program that serves
millions of children. Nearly every school district
participates. Title I also serves children in parochial
and private schools. Children who participate in the
Title I program do so because they are in need of

extra academic support in order to be successful.
Who is eligible for Title I?

The Title I staff at each school screens all first grade
students at the beginning of the school year. This
brief screening involves beginning math and reading
skills. If the child scores below a certain level on the
screening, he/she will qualify for services. Teacher
judgment is considered, additionally.

What kind of help will my child receive?

At each school a licensed teacher supervises the Title
I program. The Title I teacher provides supplemental
help to the children. Students are taught the same
curriculum as the other children, however, a variety
of teaching techniques, materials and methods are
used to supplement the classroom instruction. A
student may receive extra help in reading and/or
mathematics.

When will my child begin to receive help?

Most students enter the Title I program in the fall.
However, some students may not have difficulties
until winter or early spring. These students may enter
the program later in the school year. If your child has
qualified for the Title I program, you will receive a
permission form. Before your child can receive
services, you will need to sign the form and return it
to school. Services will begin as soon as the form is
returned. No child will receive Title I services

without parental consent.

Does this mean my child will always need
help?

The goal of the Title I program is to increase the
child’s rate of progress so he/she is able to perform
independently at grade level. When a decision to
discontinue a child’s service is made, the child is
placed on “monitor” status. Although the child no
longer receives extra help, a close watch on the
child’s progress and success is maintained. If a child
begins to expetience difficulty again, he/she may
reenter the program. Some children may need only
one-half year of service; others may receive extra help
indefinitely. When a child is able to function inde-
pendently in the classroom and experience success,

he/she is no longer in need of Title I services.
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How can I, as a parent, help?

Parental involvement in the Title I program is
essential. You will be expected to sign a parent-
student-teacher partnership pledge. This pledge is
an agreement between the teacher, student and
parent to work together in order to improve
teaching and learning. This agreement will be
signed in the fall and reviewed on a regular basis
with you and your child to guarantee that everyone
is doing everything possible to ensure a successful

school experience.

Notes and homework may be sent home with your
child. For example, some schools have developed
take-home books and activities for parents and
children to share together in order to promote

reading.

The Title I staff will also be involved in the regular
conferences in the fall and spring, however, we
encourage parents and teachers to keep in close
communication at all times and to work together
in providing help for the child.

The Title I program also stresses reading for
enjoyment. You can help by reading books with
your child and making sure all books are returned

in a timely fashion.

Please be involved in your child’s education.
Amazing results can occur when parents and
teachers work as a team. Feel free to call the school
to check on your child’s progress. We will be happy
to answer any questions or address any concerns

you have regarding your child and Title 1.
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