
 

Bemidji Area Schools - Title I 

District Parent Advisory Council 
 
 

Luncheon Meeting Minutes 
March 29, 2017 – District Office 

 
Members 

Parents:  Angie Berg, Becky Bentfield, Twila Bolte, Sondra Gudmanson, Robin Harris, Berit    

                  Rosenberg, Alisa VanDyke, Jennifer Verdugo  
 

District:  Kathy Palm, Jacque Pearce 
 
Special Guests:  Bayley Ertl, Social Work Intern – Bemidji State University, Dr. James Hess,         

  Superintendent of Schools – ISD 31, Nancy Vyskocil, President – Northwest     
  Minnesota Foundation 

 
McKinney Vento/Fostering Connections 
Angie Lauderbaugh, Licensed School Social Worker/Homeless Liaison, along with Greg Liedl, 
Director of Transportation, provided a presentation to parents.  This offered insight into the 
McKinney Vento Act, the Fostering Connections to Success Act, and transportation for 
transitional students.   
 
McKinney Vento Act 

Summarily, schools are required to: 
 Remove barriers to enrollment, attendance, and success for homeless students 
 Provide stability for students by keeping them in their schools of origin 
 Provide adequate transportation for students in transition (when feasible and in 

the best interest of the student) 
 Provide classroom materials to students in transition 
 Pay for students in transition to attend school functions and educational programs 

 
Fostering Connections to Success Act 

This act requires child welfare agencies to create and implement a plan to ensure  
educational stability for children in foster care. 

 
Bemidji Area Schools Transition Program  

This program was implemented locally to provide necessities for transitional families 
including school supplies, personal care items, bedding, clothing, etc. 

 
Bemidji Area Schools Transportation 

The district a student is enrolled in is responsible for transportation, even when the 
student is living at a location outside of the district boundaries.  This can be challenging 
and requires much communication between the Homeless Liaison, Transportation 
Director, and neighboring districts that students may transition in to or out of. 



 

 
Through combined efforts, the district is able to keep transitional students at their schools of 
origin with approximately a 90% success rate. 
 
Attached to this document is a copy of the PowerPoint presentation. 

 
Upcoming Meetings 

 April 21:  Lincoln Elementary 
 May 5:  District Office Board Room (Kindergarten Packets) 
 Late May:  Solway Elementary 

 







Source: Dr. Pat Popp, Project Hope, 2012



Source: McKinney-Vento Act, Title X, Part C or ESEA, 2001





Source: Dr. Pat Popp, Project Hope, 2012



Liaison Tool Kit, 2013



Source: Minnesota Department of Education, 2013



Source: National Center on Family Homelessness (NCFH) 



Source: National Center on Family Homelessness (NCFH), Youth Moving Forward
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Source: Minnesota Department of Education, 2013









Source: National Center for Homeless Education





Liaison Toolkit, 2013

















Finance Dimension 723
Transportation of Pupils Attending Special Education Programs
Finance Dimension 728 
Special Transportation of Selected Students (Homeless)
Finance Dimension 720  
Regular To-And-From School
Title IV-E reimbursement through local Health and Human 
Services for students in Foster Care





Other Important Points about Transportation



District Transportation
Contracted Transportation
Superintendent or Business Manager
School Staff



Greg Liedl, Transportation 
Coordinator, Bemidji Area Schools

(218) 333-3225

gliedl@bemidji.k12.mn.us
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